The Dcpartme:nt of Mathematics, Stan{:orcl Universitg presents
THE
KAREL DELEEUW MEMORIAL LECTURE

Speaker:

Reviel Netz
Professor of (lassics

and, by courtesy,

Professor of Philosophy
: Stanford (Jniversity
“ Archimedes’ Hﬂdrostatics and the Pirth of Mathematical thsics”
ch]ncsc]ag, June 6 o il
4:1 5Pm
Builcling 380 Room 380-C

~

W AR O S T ol
= % P oFY. g,

A philosophical question: how come
mathematics applies to the physical
world? A historical question: why
was mathematics applied to the
physical world? To approach both
guestions, we consider the first text
clearly dedicated to mathematical
physics, Archimedes’ “Floating
Bodies”. Archimedes derives the
principle of bouyancy and uses it to
determine the conditions of stability
of various solids. In the talk, we will
collect hints to Archimedes’
underlying thought processes.
Briefly: mathematical physics was
born as a kind of “mathematics”.
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The de|_eeuw lecture series was initiated in 1 978 to honor the memory of Karel del_eeuw,
amember of the Stanpord Dcpartment of Mathcmatics from 1 957-1978. The series consists

of lectures aimed at a gcncral, scicnti{:icaug literate audience.




